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In our community, the few short blocks between the Blessed Sacrament campus and the intersection 

of Centre St. and Columbus Avenue provide a compelling example of the importance of financing 

through the Commonwealth’s housing bond programs. In the last decade, those programs have 

catalyzed the development of approximately 350 new homes in eight different projects that have 

been completed by JPNDC and our partners in the Jackson Square Revitalization Initiative. 

 

I am proud to say that each one of those developments has been a significant and welcome addition 

to our diverse community. Whether it was the Julia Martin House providing an award-winning 

facility for 56 low-income seniors, or Creighton Commons that provided the rare opportunity for 

affordable homeownership, or the Sister Virginia Mulhern SRO project that houses 28 formerly 

homeless people, or Jackson Commons that is a beautiful mixed-use building that is home to 37 low 

and moderate-income families, the Commonwealth’s resources have been invaluable and I can 

assure you that they have been put to excellent use. 

 

In addition to the significantly improved personal circumstances of their residents, those 

developments have also had a strong impact on the local economy. The businesses that have opened 

in the mixed-use projects have created 150 new jobs and we estimate that the projects generated at 

least 500 FTE’s of construction work. 

 

But the need for housing is staggering. Two months ago JPNDC held a grand opening celebration 

for a beautiful new project on Amory Avenue right next to the Orange Line tracks in Jackson 

Square. It was a radiant spring day and the 39 families who were moving in were delighted, but the 

celebration was tempered by the knowledge that over 3,000 households had applied for those 39 

apartments. 

 

Unfortunately all of us engaged in trying to address the dire shortage of affordable housing in the 

Commonwealth have to play catch-up in the wake of the drastic reductions in state capital funding 

throughout the 1990s and well into the first decade of this new millennium. Although funding levels 

have increased somewhat in recent years, annually we are still $75-$80 million below where we 

would have been if we had maintained the funding we had as far back as 1990. I urge the committee 

to do everything in its power to increase the resources devoted to sheltering our fellow citizens in 

greatest need. Many thanks for your consideration.    

 

Richard Thal has been Executive Director of the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation 

since 1994. 


