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48 Affordable Senior Apartments Rise in Grove Hall
Project will expand health care access to all neighborhood seniors
Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation (JPNDC) held a groundbreaking
ceremony today to celebrate the beginning of construction of 48 affordable, service-enriched

apartments for low-income seniors in Grove Hall.

The Cheney Homes project is unique in including a 3,500 square foot Senior Wellness

Center that will be open to all neighborhood seniors.

“Housing and health are intertwined, and we’ve brought them together at Cheney Homes,” said
JPNDC Chief Executive Officer Teronda Ellis. “Our elders have done so much for this city, and
they deserve our gratitude and respect. With innovation and partnership, we can make sure they

get the services they need to age in dignity and in community.”

The Senior Wellness Center will be run by Upham’s Corner Health Committee (UCHC), a
community health center recognized for an integrated approach to elder care that goes far beyond

medical visits.

"Cheney Homes is a powerful example of what’s possible when organizations come together to
support the whole person,” said UCHC CEO Jay Trivedi. “When housing serves as a hub for
health, connection, and opportunity, it becomes a source of hope for future generations. Now,

more than ever, is the time to act."

JPNDC acquired three contiguous Grove Hall parcels, home to a vacant, deteriorated commercial
structure, in 2019. Over an 18-month community planning process, much of it during the
pandemic, hundreds of neighbors contributed ideas; emphasized the priorities of safety, parking,

affordability, and green space; and reviewed multiple iterations to shape the final plan.
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The 48 apartments include 46 one-bedroom and two 2-bedroom units. Twenty are for households
earning below 30% AMI (Area Median Income), or $35,300 for one person; 14 are for
households below 50% AMI ($57,100); and 12 are for households below 60% AMI ($68,520).
Eligible applicants for the units must be 55 or older.

In addition to UCHC, JPNDC will be working at Cheney Homes with UHM Properties as
property manager. Partnering with UHM, which manages many of the affordable housing
buildings in the area, will ensure targeted and coordinated outreach beyond our property to

support all Grove Hall seniors to age successfully in community.

Support for the project comes from the City of Boston Mayor’s Office of Housing and the

Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities, administered by
CEDAC and MassHousing. Lenders include Eastern Bank and the Massachusetts Housing
Partnership. MHIC is the federal Low-income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) investor, with
Dorfman Capital the LIHTC syndicator.

Cheney Homes also received important private foundation support. In 2021, JPNDC won a very
competitive Capital One Blueprints to Buildings award that included two years of grant support
plus a line of credit. In 2022 the project was supported by a generous grant from the Charles H.

Farnsworth Charitable Trust, a major supporter of housing and services for low-income seniors.
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