
 
JPNDC’s 2026 Budget and Legislative Priorities  

Budget Priorities 

• $400,000 for JPNDC Earmark Request (NLI) (Rep. Montaño will file)  
o We are seeking $400,000 in the FY27 budget for our refreshed and relaunched Micro-to-Small 

Business Services (MSBS) program and our Micro Loan Fund to support entrepreneurs and micro 
and small businesses during this difficult time. We know the biggest challenge for our businesses is 
access to capital, when they start and when they try to grow and scale.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC? These funds would be split between the MSBS program’s primary 
offerings: 1) business education – we host bilingual workshops and technical assistance through 
individual coaching, 2) fund distribution through our Micro Loan Fund and Small Business 
Contractor Loan, and 3) operational and programmatic support to ensure we can keep up with 
demand.  
 

• $3.05M for First Time Homebuyer & Foreclosure Prevention Counseling (7006-0011)  
o Created during the 2007 foreclosure crisis, this dedicated funding stream successfully reduced 

foreclosures by supporting statewide homeowner education and counseling. This modest 
investment helps first-time buyers make sustainable purchases and assists homeowners at risk of 
foreclosure, especially in today’s inflated market. After two years of 50% cuts and the exhaustion of 
its state trust fund, restoring this funding is critical as foreclosures rise nationally.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC?  Homeownership is at the core of the work JPNDC does to build racial 
equity and economic mobility. Without the necessary education and counseling provided through 
these funds, low-income homeowners will lack the appropriate support to take the daring step of 
buying a home. Homeowners whose financial situations change upon purchasing a home will also 
lack the support to prevent losing their homes. This was in the Governor’s FY27 Budget at $1.5M. 
 

• $1.5M Saving Towards Affordable and Sustainable Homeownership (STASH) (7004-0107) 
o STASH is a matched savings, coaching, and support program for homebuyers whose parents have 

never owned a home or lost their home to foreclosure. Participants graduate from a HUD and 
CHAPA certified first time homebuyer education program and then enroll. They agree to save a 
minimum of $2,000 over the course of the program and attend 8 hours of financial education 
workshops. Additional coaching is also available. STASH graduates receive a matching grant they 
can use toward the purchase of a home. This funding provides a critical extra boost for those 
buyers who cannot turn to 'The Bank of Mom and Dad." 

o Why do we care at JPNDC?  JPNDC has developed over 150 affordable homeownership units, 
including our most recent development Brookley Flats, one of Boston’s largest First Time Home 
Buyer projects ever developed. Without the support of these funds, Boston’s low-income and 
moderate renters cannot fulfill the dream of owning a home. This was not in the Governor’s FY27 
Budget.  
 

• $7.5M for Small Business Technical Assistance (7002-0040)  



o SBTA programs help local entrepreneurs start and grow their businesses, leveraging nearly $10 in 
federal and private funds for every state dollar invested. Despite strong demand and high returns, 
SBTA was cut by 33% in FY26. Restoring funding to $7.5 million would prevent program closures, 
protect jobs, and generate significant economic activity.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC? Between 2023 and 2025, JPNDC supported 376 small business owners 
to start and grow their businesses with SBTA support. In 2026, JPNDC expects to deliver in-depth 
technical assistance to at least 130 small businesses. This was funded in the Governor’s Budget at 
$4.95M.  
 

• $15M for the Community Empowerment and Reinvestment Grant Fund (7002-2021)  
o The CERG program supports communities facing high rates of incarceration, poverty, and systemic 

disadvantage by funding projects that reduce the impacts of criminal justice involvement through 
education, job training, small business development, and supportive services.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC? In 2024, JPNDC received a $300,000 CERG grant to launch our Bridge 
to Prosperity program, serving 400 justice-impacted individuals through expungement clinics, 
training, and coaching, with nearly 100 participants targeted for well-paying careers in industries 
like construction. Continued CERG funding will allow us to reach more families affected by the 
criminal legal system in our communities. This was not included in the Governor’s FY27 Budget.  

 

• $360M for Childcare Grants to Providers (1596-2410); $115M for C3 Stabilization Grants (3000-1045) for 
childcare  

o These two programs help stabilize the childcare workforce by offering competitive wages, benefits, 
and bonuses to our providers. They also support the continued operation of affordable, high-
quality, and safe programs by allowing providers to invest in classroom materials, facility 
improvements, and health and safety needs. Together, these grants are essential to sustaining 
strong early education systems, improving outcomes for children, and helping close the 
achievement gap between high- and low-income families. 

o Why do we care at JPNDC?  JPNDC works with a network of 120+ educators throughout Greater 
Boston. We provide 80+ hours of professional development a year, individual coaching, peer 
support, and small business technical assistance to ensure educators’ own financial security. The 
“achievement gap” between high- and low-income children can be closed! High-quality early 
education is part of the solution. 

 

Legislative Priorities 

• S.1008 / H.1547: An Act Codifying the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program –– Sen. Lovely & Rep. 
Madaro 

o This bill would codify the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program’s (MRVP) core rules in state law—
rather than recreating them annually through the budget— and would improve stability, 
transparency, and long-term planning, benefiting tenants, landlords, and the state. The MRVP is the 
nation’s largest state-funded rental assistance program and supports nearly 10,000 low- and 
moderate-income households but lacks a permanent statutory framework.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC? Currently, 45 JPNDC families receive MRVP vouchers, allowing our 
residents to access stable, affordable housing and preventing displacement in our communities. 
 



 
• S.1973 / H.3194: An Act Relative to Affordable Housing and Environmental Adaptation Dollars 

(AHEAD) –– Sen. Eldridge & Rep. Montaño 
o This bill would raise new revenue for housing and climate investments by adjusting the Deeds 

Excise Fee on real estate sales, while providing tax credits for low-income sellers and those selling 
to first-time homebuyers. The change would generate over $300 million annually for state housing 
and climate trust funds, while keeping the excise rate among the lowest in the region. This stable 
revenue source would help address the Commonwealth’s housing and climate challenges.  

o Why do we care at JPNDC?  With our communities feeling the pressure of reduced federal 
resources, the proceeds obtained locally through this bill could help fund key rental assistance 
programs that JPNDC residents rely on. It will also support important climate resilience and 
decarbonization programs that help fund the capital improvements our buildings need to remain 
safe and stable community assets. 
 

• S.988 / H.1544: An Act to Guarantee a Tenant’s First Right of Refusal – Sen. Jehlen, Rep. Livingstone, 
and Rep. Consalvo 

o This bill—commonly known as TOPA (Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act)—would give tenants in 
multi-family buildings the right to match third-party purchase offers when their homes are sold. 
Tenants could also assign this right to a nonprofit or housing authority, or partner with an affordable 
housing organization. TOPA is a proven tool to prevent displacement, preserve naturally occurring 
affordable housing, and level the playing field for renters, while allowing landlords to obtain fair 
market value. 

o Why do we care at JPNDC? Throughout its history, JPNDC has supported tenant groups and 
organizations in purchasing their buildings to preserve naturally occurring affordable housing and 
prevent displacement. As gentrification in Boston’s neighborhoods has intensified, this approach 
remains a critical tool for protecting low-income housing in the city’s remaining affordable areas, 
while ensuring properties receive the capital improvements needed to become viable long-term 
housing assets. 


