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ﬁ First Teacher Joins JPNDC

JPNDC is proud to announce that First Teacher, Boston’s parent-led early learning
community, has joined JPNDC as an extension within our Family Childcare parent
engagement services.

JPNDC launched its Family Childcare department roughly 30 years ago. Today we
serve 700 children ages 0-12 across four regions in the state, with over 120 home-
based family childcare providers in our network delivering early education and care.
Parents in the current JPNDC Family Childcare network have long enjoyed technical
support, workshops, and training. They will now enjoy the full First Teacher
experience.

Founded in Roxbury in 2013 by a small group of parents, First Teacher today brings
together more than 300 families across Roxbury, Dorchester, and other Boston
neighborhoods for workshops, playdates, book clubs, and community events that
prepare children for kindergarten and build community among parents, in English and
Spanish.

JPNDC is proud to add the First Teacher name, its team, its programs, and its parent
leadership. As part of JPNDC, First Teacher gains a lasting home and their families
gain access to JPNDC’s network of licensed home-based early educators for childcare
placement, with additional services such as financial coaching, career counseling,
credit building support, small business development, and affordable housing
navigation support.

“First Teacher was built by parents who understood something essential: that they
are the strongest teachers their children will ever have,” said Teronda Ellis, CEO of
JPNDC. “UPNDC has partnered with these same neighborhoods for nearly fifty years,
and we are honored to give this community a home where it can keep thriving.”

‘Joining JPNDC means First Teacher will be here for all our families for the long run,”
said Kim Nicoll, Founding Parent Leader & Development Director. “Our families, our
programs, and our team are all staying. What we are adding is a partner who shares
our values and can open new doors for our families.”
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